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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS WITHDRAWN—WHALING
TLICENSE,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
{Hon. J. M. Drew—Central) [4.33]: I
wigh, with the permission of the House,
to withdraw certain papers I placed on
the Table on Tuesday last with a view
to submitting others therefor, and I pro-
pose te give an explanation of the
reason. Xon. members will doubtless re-
member that on the 15th instant there
were laid on the Table copies of an ex-
clusive license under the Fisheries Act
entered into between the Government
and a Norwegian company granting to
the company the right to take whales in
a defined portion of our territorial
waters between Cape Lambert and the
120th meridian. The license was pre-
pared in ihe name under which the ap-
plication had been snbmitted, namely,
the Australia Whaling Company. Sinee
then, however, there has come to hand
from Norway a power of attorney to
the representative of the company in this
State from which it is apparent that the
proprer designation of the eompany—the
litle under which it is registered—is
“Alktieselskabet Australia,”” but it means
the: Australia Whaling Company, Ltd.
We have been advised that the license
must issue in the registered name of the
company, and that a translation of the
title is not sufficient. Consequently, the
license bhas been amended and will at the
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next sitting of the House be placed on
the Table in proper form, It is proposed
to adjourn the House until the 12th
January. It is realised that if the license
were placed on the Table now members
would be prevented from taking any
action they might consider necessary, and
seeing that the purpose of laying papers
on the Table is to furnish members with
an opportunity to take such action as
they desire, it seems to me it would be
out of place if the papers were laid on
the Table now, bhecanse snch opportunity
would be denied members. Consequently
it is my intention noit to place a eopy
of the license on the Table of the House
until the 12th January.

Hon, D, G, Gawler: How long have
the papers to lie on the Table?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Fourteen days.

Papers by leave withdrawn,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Woods
and TForests Department—Report for
year ended 30th June, 1914. 2, Copy of
award in the Coastal Distriet Quarry-
men’s Braneh of the General Workers’
Union, 3, Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Department—Amendment of
by-laws. 4, Health Aect, 1911-12—(a)
Amendment of regulations; (b) Perth
Local Health authority—Amendment of
by-law. 5, Onslow Good Shed—Storage
charges r¢ lead ore. 6, Department of
Agrienlture—(a) Profit and loss state-
ment for year ended 30th June, 1914,
of the Perth, Fremantle, and Subiaco re-
tail meat shops. (b) Profit and loss
statement for the year ended 30th June,
1914, of the ecattle shipments, (¢) Bal- -
ance sheet of the State meat supply as
at 30th June, 1934.

QUESTION—BEAST AVON ROADS
DISTRICT, RATE ARREARS.
Hon, C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.36]: I
desire to give notice that at the next sitting
of the House I will ask the Colonial Seere-
tary: Is it the intention of the Government
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to introduee a Bill to write off arrears of
rates owing by the setilers in the eastern
poriion of the East Avon roads district?
As a guide to the Colonial Secretary I
may say the question refers to the east-

ern portion of the Old Greenhills board..

Some of the settlers are 60 miles distant
from where the board hold their meet-
ings, and consequently nothing was done
in the distriet, but rates were imposed
upon the settlers. I understand from a
lot of the settlers out there—-—

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
is giving notice of motion.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I am just ex-
plaining the position to the Colonial Sec-
retary.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
can ask the question without notice.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Then I ask the
question without notice.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
could not possibly reply to a question of
that kind without notiee,

The PRESIDENT:
member will give notice.

Hon, C, F. Baxter: Yes, I give notice.

Then the hon,

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

The PRESIDENT: I have received
the following letter from the Auditor-
General—

Audit Depariment, Perth, 19th De-
cember, 1914. Sir,—Referring to my
communication of the 3rd instant, 1
forward herewith the balanee of my
annual report for the fnancial year
"1913-14. I have the honour to be, Sir,
C. S. Toppin, Auditor General.

QUESTION—FREEZING WORKS,

WYNDHAM,
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, What 1is the

policy of the Government in regard to
the establishment of freezing works at
Wyndham? 2, Has any contract in re-
ference to the establishment of the same
been entered into with any firm outside
the State? 3, If so, will the Minister lay

[COUNCIL.]

the papers on the Table, and give the
name of the firm? 4, Has any outside
firm received any concession or promise,
or any monetary consideration? If so,
state the nature and amount.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, The Government propese to
establish freezing, chilling, and canning
works at Wyndham under Government
control. 2, No. 3, Answered by No. 2.
4, The services of a firm of experts have
been utilised to advise and report to the
Government at a cost of £1,000,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. Sir E. H. WIT-
TENOOM leave of absenee for twelve
consecutive siitings pgranted to the Hon.
F. Connor on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business,

BILL—LOCAL OPTION VOTE CON-
TINUANCE,

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 17th Decem-
ber,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[4.40]: I moved the adjournment of the
debate purely to obtain a little time to
look into this very innocent looking and
short measure, and at first glance I dis-
covered tbat the draftsman’s dates were
all wrong. If it is really important that
this Bill should be rushed through on the
eve of the adjournment, it will be neces-
sary for corrections to be made, but I
think the Minister would be wise to hold
the measure back until business is re-
sumed after the Christmas holidays, The
draftsman has taken his dates from a
proviso which comes into effect in 1920,
and has worked backwards, and, there-
fore, his dates are all wrong. Clause 2
of the Bill begins—

A local option vote under Part V,
of the Licensing Aect, 1911, shall not
be taken in the year 1915.

Iv is assumed that the Act provides for
the local option poll in 1915, but it does
not. The Aect provided for a poll in
1914,
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Hon, J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
The hon. member is forgetting the amend-
ing Act passed last year,

Hon, J. F. CULLEN:
say?

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
It dated the poll on for 12 months.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: That is right.

Houn. J. F. CULLEN: Then I confess
I am in error, having overlooked last
year’s measure, That being so, I with-
draw my remarks, and I have only one
snggestion to make for the Minister's
consideration. He proposes now to fix
the next loeal option poll for 1918 in-
stead of next year. 1 do not think there
will be any loss to any one important in-
terest through that postponement, I
agree with the Government’s proposal,
but I would like to ask the Minister
whether under this Bill we could provide
that the poll be taken in 1917 simultane-
ously with the general election. I ean
see there will be difficulties in the way
of bringing in the amendment, bnt I am
satisfied that a poll in 1918 will be a
fiasco. Any few people who liked eculd
take the place of what should bhe a
majority vote, However, I recognise
that my suggestion is somewhat foreign
to the Government’s intention, and find-
ing T was under & misconception pre-
viously, I shall not further delay the Bill.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) (4.43]: I would like the
Honorary Minisier to explain the reason
why it is proposed to further postpone
ihe taking of the local option poll. Al-
though we believe in the principle of
local option I do not place very much
faith in the expression of publie opinion
under these local option polls under the
Licensing Aet. But be that as it may
it is the law, and these polls were fixed
to take place every three years. The
result of passing this measure would he
that there would bhe no expression of
public opinion for seven years, and tbat
seems to be an extraordivary inroad into
the principle of loeal option as laid down
in the original measare. When the Hen-
orary Minister replies I ask him to state
the reasons why we are again asked to

What did that
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posipone the poll because this makes the
seeond postponement. I am desirons of
learning the reason why it is found neces-
sary to postpone the matter for another
three years.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
Expense.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER:
understand that,

Hon, J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter—South—In reply) [4.45]: A similar
measure to this was passed last year,
postponing the poll ontii 1915, A local
option poll ean be taken on only one issue
until 1921, and that issue is whether
or nol there shall be any increases in
the number of licenses. Such a poll
would be futile, and T echo the statement
made by Mr. Cullen last session that we
should postpone the poll to 1921,

Hon, D. G. Gawler: The whole thing?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Min-
ister):  Altogether, The hon. mem-
ber stated that during the diseussion
last year., However, the Government
thought they would extend the post-
ponement to 1918, by which time
possibly another small Bili such as this
may be introdnced or something may
have happened to induce the Govern-
ment to take a poll.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: The reason for
the present measure is expense, then?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Min-
ister}: The reason for the measure
is thal to take the poll would cost £8,000
and that no good can possibly result from
taking it. With regard to Mr. Cullen’s
suggestion thai the poll should be taken
on the day of the general election, I wish
to point ont that there is great diversity
of opinion. Therefore it would be extre-
mely unwise for 2 small measure sach
as this to embody such a principle.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

I did not

In Commiltee.
Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amend-
ment, and the report adopted.
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BILL--WAGIN-KUKERIN
WAY EXTENSION,

RAIL-

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M, Drew—Central) [4.50] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill is
similar to one which was introduced
last session and which passed another
place, but owing o a erisis that threat-
ened the Stale was withdrawn from the
Legislative Connecil. The line will fol-
low the survey as outlined under the
Railways Survey Act of 1913, Members
are no doubt fully aware of the reasens
for the proposed extension of the Wagin-
Kukerin railway, as the gquestion has
been hefore the public for some years
now, It is not my intention, therefore, to
deal exhaustively with the malier. 1
shall confine myself 1o placing hon. mem-
bers in possession of the principal facts
on the guestion, The construction of
this line will mean the exiension of the
Wagin-Dumbleyung railway for a dis-
tance of 231% miles, to Lake Grace,
where a number of deserving seitlers,
the grealer proportion of whom have
ecome from Great Britain, have loeated
themselves.  The alienated area te be
served, within the 1214 mile radius, is
378,000 acres, of which 50,000 acres are
irst class land, 120,000 acres second
class land, and 208,000 acres third class
land.  The rainfall in the Lake Grace
area averages 12 inches per annum, The
resident occupiers number 113, and the
population is estimated at 500. Land
under culiivation totals 17,000 acres,
and an inerease of 11,000 acres has taken
place since the railways survey measure
was introduced, The average yield for
the area cropped has been up to the
present season 12 bushels per acre. When
this railway Bill was infroduced last
session, it was estimated there would be
an increase of 7,000 acres in the area
of cultivated and ecleared land; but in
this regard the hon. gentleman repre-
senting the province affected will doubt-
less be able to show, if it is necessary,
that owing to the drought which has been
experienced a temporary setback has
been given to development, The esti-

[COUNCIL.]

mated cost of the construclion of the
2314 miles is £40,000, while rails and
fastenings will absorb £20,000, making
a total expenditure of £60,000 for the
line.  Promises were made by the Gov-
ernment that the line would be com-
pleted by July of next year, but, as
hon. members are aware, {hose promises
weve given prior to the Eurvpean erisis.
DBy the compietion of the Yilliminning-
Kondinin line shorily, it is hoped to li-
berate sufficient plant to enable this line
now under consideration 1o be puf in
band and pushed ahead. Indeed, it is
the intenfion of the Government not to
delay the commencement of the work, I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[4.53]. I know the eountry to be served
by this proposed railway. It is in my
provinge, The House ean pass the Biil
with the greatest confidence, 1 would
suggest to the Colonial Secrelary that
this 18 a Bill for which he might obtain
the suspension of the Standing Orders,
and pass the measure through immedia-
tely, so that work may be found for un-
employed. I should be glad to see all
the necessary preliminaries hastened.
The House, T feel sure, would meet the
hon. genlleman in that respeect, so thal
this might be one of the first works to
be tiken in hand.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL {Metropolitan)
[454]: I do not intend to oppose the
second reading, or to offer any oppesition
whatever to the measure; but there are
two points on which I should like the
leader of the House to afford some explan-
ation. When introducing the Bill, the
hon. gentleman stated that the measure
on its first introduetion had been with-
drawn from the Legislative Couneil be-
cause of the Furopean erisis, I would
like the Colonial Seecretary to explain in
what degree that erisis has lessened, It
seems to me that the present position is
a little more critical than that which ex-
isted when this Bill was first introduced.

Hou. J. F. Cullen: Oh, no.

The Colonial Secretary: No.
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Hon. W, KINGSMILL: The deficit 1s
larger. Certainly the Government are in
the ostensible position of £3,100,000,
which, I understand, is already ear-
marked, with a receptacle waiting for
every pound of it. The European war is
in just as critical a position now as ii
was then, '

Horn. J. F. Cullen: No.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: Mr. Cullen, if
I may be pardoned for saying so, is de-
veloping to the fullest possible extent that
sense of locality which sometimes is so
merked a feature of this House. Indeed
in no member is it, possibly, more marked
than in the hon. gentleman to whom I
am alluding. I would like him to re-
member that—and perbaps I am not out
of order in doing so—I am making this
little railway Bill bear the burden of re-
marks which may apply to all other rai-
way Bills coming forward. It 1s more or
less a farce to bring down railway Bills
when the leader of the House must know
that—though possibly it is not so in this
partienlar instance, which perhaps repre-
sents a favourite of the Government—ii
would be impossible for the railway to be
built for some time. It sappears to me
idle folly to pass railway Bills when there
is no immediate possibility of the railways
being construeted.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: What are the
Government going to do with the three
millions

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: What have
the Government done with it? We will
probably learn a little later in the even-
ing.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: They must have
public works to employ the money on.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Quite right;
but is the hon. gentleman professing a
belief that a considerable portion of the
£3,100,000 is available for future works?
The hon. gentleman cannot be in earnest.
I know for a matter of fact that very
often he is not in earnest, and I do not
think he is in earnest in this connection.
1 am simply stating my own opinion, that
the leader of the House has not taken
this Chamber into his confidence, and ex-
plained in what respect the position to-
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day is less critical than the position which
existed at the time when this railway Bill
was withdrawn last session. 1f the Col-
onia]l Secretary can convince me as 10
that, then I shall feel very muoech happier.
I should like a little financial explanation
to be made, if the leader of the House
does not feel that, in making sueh an
announcement, he will be forestalling his
chief. That wonld make his task, and
also the task of hon. members who are
asked to pass these Bills, very much easier
and pleasaunter than it is at present.

Houn, J. CORNELL (South) [4.57]: I,
like Mr, Kingsmill——
Hon, W. Kingsmill: T like you, too.

Hon, J, CORNELL: Do not oppose
the second reading of the Bill, but at the
same tiroe am a little eritical. I would
have expected hon, members representing
ihat locality of the State in which the
proposed railway is to be eonstructed, to
give this House, even if the leader did not
do so, some definite data in justification
of the authorisation of this line. I have
a lively recollection of & certain railway
Bill coming forward in this House and
ull possible information, present, past and
future, both for and against, being
brought up, as a consequenee of which
that railway Bill was defeated. A ecer-
tain railway Bill which was diseussed in
this House received a close scrutiny and
was rejected. The serutiny and investi-
gation to which the measure was subjected
constituted the principal reason for its
rejection. The members from the gold-
fields—I refer, of course, to the Esper-
anee line—who delivered lengthy and
strenuous speeches got no satisfaction for
the work they did. Tbey tried to make
out a case. Personally, I consider they
made out a case which conld not be eon-
troverted on its merits. Here on this Bill,
however, no case is made out at all.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Mr. Cullen saw
the land.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If that is to be-
a veason for the passing of the Bill, then
I bope it will avail on future occasions
in this Chamber. I am prepared to admit
that part of the distriet in which this rail-
way i3 to be ‘built has suffered from
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drought. Other districts have snffered
from drought; but this line is bronght
forward as an agrieultural line to open
up o wheat-growing area. Yet I find
that, according to the preliminary erop
forecast for 1914-15, the yield of the dis-
trict through whijch the line is to be con-
structed will be only 4.5 bushels per
acre, and T find that the forecast for the
Esperance distriet is 5.8 bushels, I hope
that on any futore occasion when the
goldfields members come forward, other
hon. members will accept their statements
as they are accepting the statements of
the hon. member to-day.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew—Central—in reply) [5.2]: T
thought every hon. member realised that
in regard to the financial erisis there is a
great difference between the position to-
day and the position of three months ago.
Three months ago our loan funds were
becoming -exhausted, we were unsue-
cessfully looking round in every direction
for fresh sources from which to replen-
ish supplies, and our ounly alternative was
to introduce the Tncome Tax (War Emer-
geney) Billl. We conld secure only a
limited amount in the form of loan from
the Comonwealth, not nearly sufficient to
meet our requirements, Sinece then, how-
ever, we have been able to make arrange-
ments to finance the State in a most satis-
factory manner, During the next twelve
months we will have something like
£3,100,000 to expend. It will all be re-
quired. Portion of the money will be ex-
pended on public works, and it is desired
that the Bill should be passed without de-
lay to enable men at present engaged on
railway construction to continue in their
employment. A fairly large number of
men now engaged on this work will pre-
sently be thrown on the labour market
unless we can keep things going to a
limited extent. Most hon. members
recognise that the condition of the lean
finances is very much better than when
this Bill was withdrawn, or, if not with-
drawn, at any rate not proceeded with,
immediately prior to the general elections.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

[COUNCIL.]

In Commiitee.

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4: Power to Governor to com-
pulsorily purchase land within 15 miles
of railway:

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Paragraph
{a) reads, “With the object of encourag-
ing coliivation of settlement of the
land,” 8Should it not be *“and settle-
ment

The CHATRMAN: I will take it as a
clerieal error and have it corrected. It
should be ‘“and.”

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6, 7—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment; the
report adopied.

Standing Orders Suspension.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
{(Hon. J. M. Drew-—Central) [58]: I
move— .

That so muck of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is mecessary
to enalble the Bill to pass through all
its stages at one sitling.

A number of railways now under con-

struetion will be completed in a very

short time, and it is necessary to pro-
vide work for the men engaged on those
railways in order that the unemployed
difficulty may not be intensified. The con-

struction of this railway will provide a

favourable opportunity, and I hope the

House will consent to Lhe suspension of

the Standing Orders in order that the

Bill may go through in one sitting.
Question passed, }

The PRESIDENT: I have to certify
that this motion has been passed by an
absolnte majority of the whole Couneil.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—SUPPLY, £668,270.

All Stages.
Received from the Assembly and read
a first time,
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Standing Orders Suspension.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
{(Hon. J. M. Drew—Central) [5.10]: 1
move—

That so muck of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary io
enable the Bill to pass through all its
stages at the one sitting.

The Budget will be delivered to-night,
and the House will adjourn wuntil
about the 12th January. In the mean-
time it will be necessary that the Govern-
ment shoufd have supplies, The Bill asks
for supplies to the 31st January—a little
over a month’s requirements.

Question passed.

The PRESIDENT: I have to certify
that this motion bas been passed by an
absolute majority of the whole Couneil.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. M. Drew—{Central) {5.12]: I
move—

That the RBill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee, etcetera.

Bill passed through Commiftee without
debate ; reported withont amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

MOTION — PARLIAMENTARY
PRIVILEGES, RAILWAY FREE
PASSES.

Debate resumed from the 16th Decem-
ber on the following motion by Hon. J.
Cornell :—“That in the opinion of this
House the Government should graunt to
all ex-members of the Legislative Counecil
who have sat for a consecutive period
of 12 years, and to all ex-members of
the Legislative Assembly who have sat
for a consecuntive period of nine years,
free passes for life over the State Rail-
ways.”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY

{(Hon. J. M., Drew—Centra]l [514]: I
hope the hon. member will not press the
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motion to a division, It seems to me the
time is not opportune for the introduc-
tion of an innovation of this character.
In no part of the Commonwealth is such
a concession made to members of Parlia-
ment as members of Parliament, no mat-
ter how long they may have served their
country. Consideration of the question
in my opinion should he deferred until
the present crisis is over, and then we
may be in a better frame of mind to dis-
cuss 1t It seems also that it is more a
matter for the consideration of the Pre-
miers’ Conference than it is for that of
this House. Life passes enable the hold-
ers to travel free on the railways
throughout the whole of the Commen-
wealth and each of the States would
have to be consulted on a matter of this
kind, Of course it eculd be made to ap-
ply within the State and not without the
State. I realise that the mover and
seconder of this metion were not actunated
in the slightest degree by motives of
selfishness, Tor many years fo come
they could not enjoy the privileges men-
tioned in the motion, even if they were
conceded. I hope that, having ventilated
the matter, the mover will take no fur-
ther action at the present time in regard
to it,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (Scuth-East)
[5.17]: There is a far stronger reason
even than that given by the Colonial
Secretary for the withdrawal of the
motion. That reason is that the motion
is one which onght to be initiated, if it
is initiated at all, in another place, Tt
woald involve & charge upon the revenue
of the State and this House should not
initiale any such motion. I am satisfied
that this reason, added to the strong
reasons given by the Colonial Seecre-
tary—

Hon, R. J. Lynn: On the score of
economy.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: That this House
should not initiate any charge on the
Tevenue, is quite suffieient to convinee Mr.
Cornell that the motion is one which
should be allowed to drop.

Hon, D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.18] I cannot help think-
ing that it would be very much bet-



468

ter that we should not pass this resolu-
tion. Ready and willing as I am to take
any perqnisites that may come my way,
I feel that under these partieular eircum-
stances we should be very chary how we
add to those we already have, An un-
kind public very often thinks that we are
already getting too much and have too
many privileges and I do not think we
should give any grounds for this—gener-
ally speaking, at any rate. 1 agree with
the Colonial Secretary when Le puts it
in this way, that if any innovation is to
be made in this direetion at all and any
additional privileges are to be granted
to hon. members, the present time is an
inopporfune one to ask for them. The
finances of the eouniry are not in & most
flourishing condition and we are all feel-
ing the pinch of the present crisis. I
think it ought not to go forth that hon.
members of the Upper Hounse are secking
Lo put their hands into the public purse,
and that it would be unwise for us to go
for any further privileges at the present
time,

Hon. J. CORNELL (South—in reply)
[620]: I did expeet those who opposed
the resolution o put up a case against it,
So far, however, no case has been made
out against the proposal, Again, the old
red herring which I anticipated when
moving the motion, has been brought in,
namely, “the time is inopportune.” It is
never gpporfune for some people. The
Colonial Secretary said that in no part
of the Commonwealth was this proposal
in operation. That is no argument why
it should not come into operation in this
State. If one State was to wait until
another State did something, probably
none of the States would ever move at all.
It has bheen said by the leader of the
House and by Mr. Gawler that the motion
should be deferred until after the present
crisis. I said in moving the resclution
that it was merely an affirmation of an
abstract principle, and even if this House
was to agree to an abstraet principle, and
if the other House also agreed, we eould
not put it into operation, So I fail to
see why the affirmation or otherwise of
the prineiple should be deferred until
after the crisis, The Colonial Secretary

[COUNCIL.]

bas also stated that it is a matier for the
Premiers’ Conference. I say that this
matter which is one affecting our own
State, is one which coneerns ourselves.
The memhers of the Legislature in the
State are the proper persons to say

whether or pot something of this
sort should be given econfirmation.
I am well aware that the passes

now in operation, seo far as Min-
isters are concerned, were broughi into
being by the Premiers’ Conference. They
bave been in operation for many years
and are likely to continue in operation,
irrespective of the present crisis, becanse
T see no hasty movement to abolish them.
Bo far as private members getting any
concessions or recognition of their ser-
vices in the same direction as Ministers is
concerned, I think the good old phrase
would come in on this oeccasion, “How
long, O Lord?’ They have waited a long
time and will probably have a much
longer time to wait until the Premiers are
agreed. In my humble opinion the Pre-
miers will never agree to do this until
such time as an affirmation of the prin-
ciple has been brought forward in some
of the Parliaments of the States, On the
question of life passes applying to the
whole of the Commonwealth, raised by
the Colonial Seeretary, I know that so
far as Minister’s passes are concerned,
these not only apply to the Common-
wealth but to New Zealand, where they
have a system of reciprocity in this
matter. We have only power to legislale,
however, so far as this State is con-
eerned, and, outside the jurisdiction of
the Federal Parliament in certain diree-
tions, we should only deal with questions
which ¢ome within the secope of the State.
Mr. Cauollen has saidthat this House
shoutd not initiate any charge upon the
revenue. I have seen the hon. member
become very impassioned when the pre-
rogative of this House was assailed. I
say that this House by suggestion does
not ipitiate a charge npon the revenue.
If this House by suggestion did so, the
mere carrying of a reseolution moved on
the floor of this Honse by Mr. Gawler in
the direction of establishing proportional
representation in Western Aunstralia
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would be on a par with this to
a certain extent in that it would
entail the use of revenue f{o carTy

it out. If the only reason that can
be brooght forward by Mr. Cullen for
the rejection of the resolution is that
of initiating a charge upon the revenue,
‘I say that that hon. gentleman ought to
rise in his place and move a resolution to
take away from others who have
passes to-day, the taking away of
which would wmean an increase in the
revenue of the State Mr. Gawler
has mentioned an unkind public. The
public may or may not be unkind in this
direetion, but if members of Parliament
wait until the public tell them to do some-
thing, they will have to wait a long while.
It is generally admitted, and T think it
is a troism, that all reforms. whether they
are big or little, do not emanate from
the minds of the great bulk of the publie,
but emangte from the minds of a few.
Further, these reforms are unpopular
untit the poblic have become imbued with
the justice of them, Many men who have
fought for years, for a decade, in the
direction of reform, have become un-
popular in the eyes of the public, but as
time has gone on and the public have
seen, as a collective body and not merely
as individuals, the justice of a reform,
they recognise that the man who has
brought it forward is right in the long
run. The publie, I may say, do not con-
cern me at all in this direction. It is a
concern of our own. If this principle is
agreed to, the day will not be very far
distant when the publie will say that we
have done right in doing so. I do not
intend to take up the time of the House
any further exeept to refer to the request
of the leader of the House that I should
withdraw the motion. There iz no con-
dition aftached t0 a withdrawal of the
motion and no definite promise has been
given that it would be dealt with in
the right quarter eventually. No promise
has been given that the Ministry of the
day would take into consideration the
granting or otherwise of the principles
contained in the motion.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: The leader of the
House will do that,
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Hon. J. CORNELL: If the leader of
the House will give that assurance I sm
prepared to withdraw the motion,

The Colonial Secretary: I do not
consider this a switable time to dis-
cuss the matter,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Will the leader
of the House give an assurance that
when things are settled down to normal,
if the Governmené oceupy the Treasury
Benches the question will receive that
consideration to which it is entitled?

The Colonial Secretary: I camnot give
the hon. member any such assurance.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If no assurance
can be given in this direction, T am pre-
pared to let the motion go to hon. roem-
bers and allow them to be the judges as
to whether they should or should not en-
joy these privileges.

The PRESIDENT: Ioees the hon.
member wish to withdraw the motiond

Hon. J. CORNELL: By leave of the
House, I will withdraw it.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT—COMPLIMEN-
TARY REMARKS.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew-—Central) [5.29]: T move—

That the House at {ts rising adjourn

until the 12th January.
In moving the motion, I wish to take
the opportunity on behalf of myself and
hon. members, to offer you, Sir, our best
wishes for a happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year. We also desire
to extend a similar greeting to the Chair-
man of Committees, the Hon, W. Kings-
mill. Tn addition to that, we wish to
acknowledge the generous assistance
rendered to us by the officials of the
House, and to extend to them also the
compliments of the season.

The PRESIDENT: Mr, Colonizl Seec-
retary and hon. members, I thank you
very muech.

House adjourned at 5.31 p.m.
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